
 

 
 

 

 

 

Normal Flow 

1. Water pressure is reduced 

due to break in watermain 

2. Water pressure drops and 

causes a reversal of pressure 

3. No backflow device, or 

failed backflow 

Potentially harmful contaminant may now enter 

drinking water supply 

Cross Connection Program: What is a Backflow Device and Why Is it 

Needed? 

Reverse Pressure 

A Cross Connection or “backflow” device is a device located on potentially 

hazardous water fixtures, commonly lawn irrigation systems and fire 

sprinkler systems. These fixtures can pose a contamination threat to the 

public water system. Backflow devices are required by Department of 

Health and need to be tested annually.  

 


